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w i t h 2 0 B.C. i t is r e a h z e d tha t t h i s e x p l a n a t i o n w i l l n o t w o r k . I t r e m a i n s only to 
suppose tha t t h e f i f t e e n t h y e a r is a m i s t a k e , u n l e s s i t m i g h t p o s s i b l y r e f e r to ^ 
t i m e o f p r e p a r a t i o n b e f o r e t h e a c t u a l c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

594. I n the f o r e g o i n g ( § 5 9 3 ) w e have e n c o u n t e r e d the w o r d ireptpoXoc 
w h i c h m e a n s s o m e t h i n g t h r o w n a r o u n d , h e n c e an e n c l o s u r e , p r e c i n c t , o r c o u r t ' 
T h e s a m e w o r d is u s e d by J o s e p h u s i n Ant. 1 5 . 4 1 7 - 4 2 0 as h e d e s c r i b e s the 
g e n e r a l l a y o u t o f t h e t e m p l e . H e te l ls o f the f i r s t c o u r t i n t o w h i c h a l l m i g h t c o m e 
t h e s e c o n d i n t o w h i c h f o r e i g n e r s w e r e f o r b i d d e n to c o m e , a n d t h e t h i r d into 
w h i c h o n l y t h e p r i e s t s m i g h t e n t e r ^ n d i n w h i c h s t o o d the a l t a r o f b u r n t of fer inps 
a n d the t e m p l e e d i f i c e p r o p e r T h e n he e x p l a i n s th a t H e r o d c o u l d n o t go i n t o 
t h e t h i r d c o u r t a n d t h e p l a c e o f the a l tar a n d s a n c t u a r y , w h i c h m e a n t that the 
t e m p l e e d i f i c e p r o p e r h a d to be b u i l t b y t h e p r i e s t s . H e r o d d i d , h o w e v e r , take 
c a r e o f the p o r t i c o e s a n d t h e o u t e r c o u r t s ( i d TrepL xdg a x o d s KOL X O U ? 
7T€pip6Xot)s), a n d these h e b u i l t i n e ight y e a r s . T h e n J o s e p h u s says: (Ant. 15 .421) ; 

ToO 5e vaoi) Sid T M V Upeuv oiKo5onTi9evro5 eviauxm mi |iT|clv e^. 

B u t the temple itself was built by the priests in a year and six months (variant: 
five months) . 

T h e w o r d 6 vaoq ( I o n i c ) o r vewg ( A t t i c ) , " t h e t e m p l e , " is u s e d r e g u l a r l y i n G r e e k 
for a t emple i n general , a n d also i n par t i cu lar for the i n n e r ^ a r t o f a temple and, i n 
paganism, for the shr ine i n w h i c h the image o f the god was p laced. I n Ant. 15.380 
( § 5 9 2 ) a n d War 1.401 ( § 5 9 3 ) Josephus evidently used the w o r d i n its general sense 
i n s a p n g that H e r o d bui l t the t emple . I n the present passage (Ant. 15 .421) , however, 
h e o b v i o u s l y uses i t i n i t s m o r e r e s t r i c t e d sense f o r the i n n e r p a r t , the temple 
e d i f i c e p r o p e r L a t e r i n Ant . 16.132 w h e n he d e s c r i b e s H e r o d as m a k i n g a speech 
to the p e o p l e i n the t e m p l e (ev xw Lepio), w h i c h w o u l d n e c e s s a r i l y have b e e n i n 
the o u t e r c o u r t s , he uses a d i f f e r e n t w o r d , x6 Lepov, w h i c h w a s c o m m o n l y used 
f or a w h o l e t e m p l e p r e c i n c t . P r e c i s e l y t h e same d i s t i n c t i o n is m a d e i n the 
G o s p e l s : x6 lepov, the e n t i r e a r e a , M a r k 11:11, e tc . ; 6 vaog, t h e t e m p l e edif ice 
sroper , M a r k 15 :38 , e tc . I f , t h e n , t h e p r i e s t s , a c t i n g u n d e r H e r o d ' s d i rec t ive , 
) egan t h e i r w o r k o n t h e t e m p l e p r o p e r i n 20/19 B.C. ( § 5 9 2 ) a n d b u i l t i t i n one 

y e a r a n d s i x m o n t h s , t h e y m u s t have f i n i s h e d t h e " t e m p l e i t s e l f i n 18/17 B.C. 

595. N o w w e r e t u r n to J o h n 2 : 2 0 ( § 5 9 0 ) . T h i s is o f t e n t r a n s l a t e d in 
s o m e w h a t the f a s h i o n o f t h e RSV, " I t h a s t a k e n f o r t y - s i x y e a r s to b u i l d this 
t e m p l e , " a p p a r e n t l y i m p l y i n g t h a t t h e w o r k w a s s t i l l g o i n g o n , a p o i n t that is 
m a d e e x p l i c i t i n t h e B e r k e l e y V e r s i o n , " T h i s t e m p l e has b e e n i n process o f 
b u i l d i n g f or f o r t y - s i x y e a r s . " I f t h e r e f e r e n c e w e r e to t h e l epov , i . e . , the ent i re 
t e m p l e p r e c i n c t , t h i s c o u l d be t r u e e n o u g h for, i n fac t , s u c h w o r k w a s s t i l l going 
o n u n t i l t h e t i m e o f t h e p r o c u r a t o r A l b i n u s (A.D. 6 2 — 6 4 ) , o n l y a f e w y e a r s before 
the final d e s t r u c t i o n . T h e r e f e r e n c e i n J o h n 2 : 2 0 i s , h o w e v e r , s p e c i f i c a l l y to the 
v a d ? , i . e . , t h e t e m p l e e d i f i c e p r o p e r , a n d i n J o h n t h e r e is n o m i s t a k i n g the c lear 
d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n the t w o t e r m s , 'lepov is u s e d i n the f o l l o w i n g passages: J o h n 
2 : 1 4 — " I n t h e t e m p l e h e f o u n d t h o s e w h o w e r e s e l l i n g o x e n a n d sheep • • ' 
5 : 1 4 — J e . s u s f o u n d t h e h e a l e d m a n " i n t h e t e m p l e " ; 7 : 2 8 — " a s he taught i n the 
t e m p l e " ; 8 : 2 0 — " h e s p o k e i n t h e t r e a s u r y , as h e t a u g h t i n t h e t e m p l e ' ; 
1 8 : 2 0 — " I have s p o k e n o p e n l y to t h e w o r l d ; I have a lways t a u g h t i n synagogues 
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a n d i n t h e t e m p l e . " E v e r y passage suggests t h e m o r e o p e n a n d p u b l i c o u t e r 
c o u r t s ; i n e v e r y passage J o h n u s e s Lepov, t h e w o r d m e a n i n g t h e e n t i r e t e m p l e 
area . O n l y i n J o h n 2 : 1 9 - 2 0 is the w o r d vaoq e m p l o y e d . T h e r e f o r e , t h i s r e f e r e n c e 
is to the t e m p l e p r o p e r , c o m p l e t e d b y the p r i e s t s i n 18/17 B.C. ( § 5 9 0 ) . F u r t h e r 
m o r e , the c r u c i a l verb i n J o h n 2 :20 is OLKo8oni ieTi ( § 5 9 0 ) , w h i c h is an a o r i s t 
i n d i c a t i v e p a s s i v e , m e a n i n g l i t e r a l l y " w a s b u i l t , " a n d is s u r e l y best u n d e r s t o o d 
as r e f e r r i n g n o t to a b u i l d i n g e n t e r p r i s e tha t w a s s t i l l g o i n g o n , as i t h a d b e e n 
for f o r t y - s i x y e a r s , b u t to a b u i l d i n g e n t e r p r i s e tha t h a d b e e n c o m p l e t e d l o n g 
be fore so tha t i t c o u l d be s a i d tha t the b u i l d i n g h a d s t o o d f o r f o r t y - s i x y e a r s . 
T h e r e f o r e , t h e J e w s , i n e f fec t , a s k J e s u s , " H o w c a n y o u p o s s i b l y ra i se u p i n t h r e e 
days a t e m p l e that has s t o o d for f o r t y - s i x y e a r s ? " After 18/17 B .C. , f o r t y - s i x y e a r s 
br ings us to A.D. 29/30. T h e c o n v e r s a t i o n i n q u e s t i o n b e t w e e n J e s u s a n d t h e J e w s 
t o o k p l a c e at t h e Passover d e s c r i b e d i n J o h n 2:13—21, a n d th is Passover is 
t h e r e f o r e to be d a t e d i n t h e .spring o f the y e a r A.D. 3 0 . " " 

(2) The Duration of the Ministry 

596. I n the c o u r s e o f t h e J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s y e a r s e v e r a l a n n u a l feasts a n d 
one fast w e r e h e l d , as s h o v m i n T a b l e 172. T h e D a y o f A t o n e m e n t ( c f § 1 2 ) is a 
fast , the o t h e r o b s e r v a n c e s are feasts . A s 1 K g s 8:2 a n d o t h e r r e f e r e n c e s show, 
the F e a s t o f T a b e r n a c l e s w a s p r o b a b l y o f t e n r e f e r r e d to s i m p l y as " t h e F e a s t . " 
I n the G o s p e l s as they s t a n d t h e r e are r e f e r e n c e s to s o m e o f these fes t iva ls , f r o m 
w h i c h i t m a y be p o s s i b l e to ga ther s o m e i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e p r o b a b l e l e n g t h 
o f J e s u s ' m i n i s t r y . 

TABLE 172. Annual Observances in the Jewish Religious Year 

Name Date Scripture Reference 

Passover 14th day of the 1st month = Exod 12:6 
Nisan (Mar/Apr) 

Lev 23:16 Deut 16:10 Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost 50 days after the ceremony of Lev 23:16 Deut 16:10 
the barley sheaf at Passover 
time 

Day of Atonement 10th day of the 7th month = Lev 23:27 Day of Atonement 
Tishri (Sept/Oct) 

Lev 23:24; 1 Kgs 8:2 Tabernacles 15th day of the 7th month = Lev 23:24; 1 Kgs 8:2 
Tishri (Sept/Oct), for 7 days 

1 Mace 4:59 Dedication 25th day of the 9th month = 1 Mace 4:59 
Chislev (Nov/Dec) 

Purim 14th and 15th days of the 12th Est 9:17-18 
month = Adar (Feb/Mar) 

" " I n contrast w i t h our dating W i l l i a m H e n d r i k s e n (Johr, [ N T C 1 ; Grand Rapids : 
Baker, 1953] , 126) counts f rom 20/19 B C when H e r o d launched the temple project 
( § 5 9 2 ) rather than a vear and six months later (18/17 B.C.) w h e n the priests completed 
the temple building proper ( § 5 9 4 ) and thus the forty-six years come to A.D. 26/27, a year 
w h i c h Strobel and Blosser make a Sabbatical year. For this entire analysis see Hoehner, 
Chronological Aspects, 3 8 - 4 3 . 



( a ) T h e S y n o p t i c G o s p e l s 

597. I n t h e i r a c c o u n t o f the m i n i s t r y o f J e s u s , t h e S y n o p t i c G o s p e l s 
m e n t i o n o n l y o n e Passover , namely , t h e final o n e at w h i c h t i m e J e s u s w a s p u t to 
d e a t h ( M a r k 14:12; M a t t 26 :17 ; L u k e 2 2 : 7 ) . S i n c e t h i s w a s a n a n n u a l feast a n d 
o n l y o n e o c c u r r e n c e o f it i s m e n t i o n e d , as f a r as the e v i d e n c e goes, the m i n i s t r y 
c o u l d have c o m p r i s e d as l i t t l e as o n e y e a r o r e v e n less. I n t h e s e c o n d b o o k o f 
Against Heresies, I r e n a e u s w i t e s against t h e s c h o o l o f V a l e n t i n u s ' * ' i n genera l 
a n d against P t o l e m y i n p a r t i c u l a r , the l a t t e r b e i n g a c h i e f f o l l o w e r o f V a l e n t i n u s 
w h o w a s s t i l l a l ive at t h e t i m e o f I r e n a e u s . I r e n a e u s {Against Heresies 2 .22 5 ) 
states t h a t the V a l e n t i n i a n s t a u g h t t h a t J e s u s c o n d u c t e d h i s m i n i s t r y o f p r e a c h i n p 
f o r o n l y a s ingle year , r e c k o n i n g f r o m h i s b a p t i s m . 

They, however, that they may establish their false opinion regarding that which 
is wr i t ten , "to procla im t h e acceptable year of the L o r d , " maintain that he 
preached for one year only, and then suffered in the twelfth month. 

A g a i n s t t h i s p o s i t i o n I r e n a e u s h i m s e l f argues i n the same s e c t i o n that at h is 
b a p t i s m J e s u s " w a s b e g i n n i n g to be a b o u t t h i r t y years o f age" ( L u k e 3 : 2 3 ) , that i f 
he h a d o n l y c o m p l e t e d t h i s t h i r t i e t h y e a r w h e n h e d i e d he w a s s t i l l a y o u n g m a n , 
a n d t h a t he h a d t h e r e f o r e n e v e r r e a c h e d t h e m o r e a d v a n c e d age o f a M a s t e r 
q u a l i f i e d to t e a c h o t h e r s . I r e n a e u s e x p l a i n s , n o t w i t h c o m p l e t e c l a r i t y ; 

T h e first stage of early life embraces thirty years, and tliatffcis extends onwards 
to the fortieth year, every one w i l l admit ; but from the fortieth and fiftieth year 
a man begins to decline towards old age, w h i c h our L o r d possessed while he 
stil l fulfil led the office o f Teacher, even as the Gospel and all the elders testify; 
those who were conversant in Asia w i t h John , the disciple of the L o r d , 
[af f irming] that John conveyed to them that information. 

O n the bas is o f J o h n 8 : 5 7 , however , I r e n a e u s is s u r e t h a t J e s u s h a d n o t reached 
h i s fiftieth y e a r ( § 5 8 9 ) . H e w a s , t h e n , b e t w e e n f o r t y a n d fifty, I r e n a e u s holds , 
a n d t h u s ( c o u n t i n g f r o m b a p t i s m at a b o u t t h i r t ) ) m u s t have h a d a m i n i s t r y o f 
b e t w e e n t e n a n d t w e n t y y e a r s . T h u s I r e n a e u s argues against the V a l e n t i n i a n v i e w 
o f a o n e - y e a r m i n i s t r y . 

598. T h e f i n a l P a s s o v e r i n the S y n o p t i c r e c o r d c a m e , o f c o u r s e , i n the 
s p r i n g t i m e . B u t another S y n o p t i c passage ( M a r k 2 :23 ; M a t t 12:1 ; L u k e 6:1) appears 
p l a i n l y to r e f e r to a s p r i n g t i m e p r i o r to t h a t f i n a l o n e , f o r i t te l ls h o w the d i s c i p l e s 
p l u c k e d ears o f g r a i n , a n d thus i t i m p l i e s the s p r i n g h a r v e s t t i m e , p e r h a p s Apr/May 
( § 5 8 ) . S i n c e t h e b a p t i s m ( M a r k 1:9) w a s o b v i o u s l y p r i o r to that , p e r h a p s i n the 
p r e c e d i n g f a l l , the total m i n i s t r y w a s at least s o m e w h a t over one y e a r i n length. A s 
w e h a v e a l r e a d y seen ( § 5 5 2 ) , C l e m e n t o f A l e x a n d r i a states t h a t the f o l l o w e r s o f 
B a s i l i d e s p u t the b a p t i s m i n t h e fifteenth y e a r o f T i b e r i u s , o n the e l e v e n t h or 
fifteendi o f T y b i ( = J a n 6 o r 10) , a n d the pa.ssion i n the s ix teenth year o f T i b e r i u s , 
o n the t w e n t y - f i f t h o f P h a m e n o t h ( = M a r 21) o r o n the n i n e t e e n t h o r twent j ' - f i f th 
o f P h a r m u t h i ( = A p r 14 o r 2 0 ) . I n E g y p t , t h e f i r s t r e g n a l y e a r o f T i b e r i u s 

'•"This famous Gnost ic was educated at Alexandr ia and taught at R o m e about A.D. 
136-155 . 
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p r e s u m a b l y began o n T h o t h 1 — A u g 2 9 , A.D. 14, a n d t h e fifteenth r e g n a l y e a r 
w a s a c c o r d i n g l y f r o m A u g 2 9 , A.D. 2 8 , to A u g 2 8 , A.D. 2 9 (Tab le 1 3 4 ) . J a n 6 o r 
10 i n the y e a r 29 is t h e r e f o r e t h e i n d i c a t e d date o f the b a p t i s m . L i k e w i s e , the 
s i x t e e n t h y e a r o f T i b e r i u s e x t e n d e d f r o m A u g 2 9 , A.D. 2 9 , to A u g 2 8 , A.D. 30 . So 
M a y 21 o r A p r 14 o r 2 0 i n t h e y e a r 30 is t h e i n d i c a t e d date o f t h e p a s s i o n . F r o m 
b a p t i s m to p a s s i o n i s o n e y e a r p l u s a f e w m o n t h s , a p e r i o d o f t i m e w i t h w h i c h 
t h e S y n o p t i c r e c o r d b y i t s e l f c o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d at least r o u g h l y c o n s o n a n t . 

599. T h e S y n o p t i c r e c o r d does n o t necessar i ly , h o w e v e r , r e q u i r e as b r i e f 
a m i n i s t r y as t h a t j u s t i n d i c a t e d . A s p r i n g t i m e is i n d i c a t e d ( M a r k 2 : 2 3 , e t c . ) 
w i t h o u t m e n t i o n o f a c o r r e s p o n d i n g P a s s o v e r O t h e r P a s s o v e r s c o u l d have gone 
u n m e n t i o n e d . O r the S y n o p t i c r e c o r d c o u l d c o v e r o n l y a p a r t — p e r h a p s t h e p a r t 
d e e m e d m o s t i m p o r t a n t — o f a l o n g e r m i n i s t r y A l o n g t h i s l i n e E t h e l b e r t S t a u f f e r 
r e m a r k s t h a t i t is n o t p o s s i b l e to fit the c h r o n o l o g i c a l s t r u c t u r e o f the G o s p e l 
a c c o r d i n g to J o h n w i t h i n the n a r r o w s p a n o f the S y n o p t i c a c c o u n t , b u t i t i s 
p o s s i b l e to f i t t h e S y n o p t i c f r a m e w o r k i n t o J o h n ' s s t r u c t u r e , a n d he j u d g e s t h i s 
to be i m p o r t a n t e v i d e n c e f o r t h e c o r r e c t n e s s o f t h e J o h a n n i n e chronolog)' . ' '*^ 

( b ) T h e F o u r t h G o s p e l 

600. T h e F o u r t h G o s p e l r e f e r s to m o r e J e w i s h feasts t h a n t h e S y n o p t i c 
G o s p e l s a n d t h e r e b y suggests a l o n g e r m i n i s t r y A s far as P a s s o v e r is c o n c e r n e d , 
t h r e e observances o f this fest ival are speci f ica l ly m e n t i o n e d : (1) J o h n 2 : 1 3 — " T h e 
P a s s o v e r o f the J e w s w a s at h a n d " (a l so v e r s e 2 3 ) ; at t h i s t i m e J e s u s c leanses the 
t e m p l e ; ( 2 ) J o h n 6 : 4 — " N o w the Passover , the feast o f the J e w s , w a s at h a n d " ; 
at t h i s t i m e t h e f e e d i n g o f t h e f i v e t h o u s a n d t o o k p l a c e ; ( 3 ) J o h n 1 1 : 5 5 — " N o w 
t h e P a s s o v e r o f t h e J e w s w a s at h a n d " ; t h i s w a s t h e f i n a l P a s s o v e r at w h i c h t i m e 
J e s u s w a s p u t to d e a t h ( i t i s m e n t i o n e d by n a m e also i n 1 2 : 1 ; 18 :28 , 3 9 ; 1 9 : 1 4 ) . 
I n the S y n o p t i c G o s p e l s t h e c l e a n s i n g o f t h e t e m p l e o c c u r s o n t h e final v i s i t o f 
J e s u s to J e r u s a l e m a n d n e a r t h e t i m e o f the f i n a l Passover ( M a r k l l : 1 5 f £ , e t c . ) . 
I t is p o s s i b l e t h a t J o h n t r a n s p o s e d t h i s e v e n t to a p l a c e n e a r t h e b e g i n n i n g o f the 
m i n i s t r y f o r s o m e s y m b o l i c r e a s o n . I n t h a t e v e n t t h e r e w o u l d be b u t t w o 
P a s s o v e r s i n J o h n ' s r e c o r d : (1) t h a t o f J o h n 6 : 4 ; a n d ( 2 ) t h a t d e s c r i b e d i n t w o 
d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s , J o h n 2:13 a n d l l : 5 5 f f I n t h i s w a y J o h n m i g h t be t h o u g h t to f i t 
the p a t t e r n o f t h e m i n i s t r y o f one y e a r a n d s o m e m o n t h s , even as p e r h a p s the 
S y n o p t i c s i n d i c a t e ( § 5 9 8 ) . 

601. B u t t a k i n g t h e F o u r t h G o s p e l as i t s t a n d s , t h e r e are n o t o n l y t h r e e 
Passovers m e n t i o n e d but also c e r t a i n o t h e r n o t e s o f t i m e . T h e s e a r e : (1 ) J o h n 
2 :13 , 2 3 — t h e f i r s t Passover ; ( 2 ) 4 : 3 5 — " y e t f o u r m o n t h s , t h e n c o m e s t h e 
h a r v e s t " ; w i t h h a r v e s t p r o b a b l y i n A p r / M a y ( § 5 8 ) , t h i s s a y i n g s h o u l d b e l o n g i n 
J a n / F e b a n d a s e c o n d a n d u n m e n t i o n e d Passover s h o u l d f a l l i n M a r / A p r ; ( 3 ) 
5 : 1 — a c c o r d i n g to C o d e x V a t i c a n u s a n d o t h e r m a n u s c r i p t s " a feast o f t h e 
J e w s " w a s at h a n d , a c c o r d i n g to C o d e x S i n a i t i c u s a n d o t h e r m a n u s c r i p t s i t 
w a s ''the feast o f t h e J e w s " ; i f i t w a s " a f e a s t " i t w a s h a r d l y Passover w h i c h is 
o t h e r w i s e m e n t i o n e d b v n a m e , b u t i t c o u l d have b e e n t h e F e a s t o f W e e k s ; i f i t 

"^Ethelbert Stauffer, J a u i anJ His Story (New York: Alfred A. Knopf . 1960), 7. 



w a s ''the f e a s t " i t w a s p r o b a b l y T a b e r n a c l e s , o f t e n ( § 5 9 6 ) r e f e r r e d to s i m p l y i n 
t h i s w a y ( c f J o h n 7 :2 , 10, 14, 3 7 ) ; ( 4 ) 6 : 4 — a t h i r d P a s s o v e r i s at h a n d ; ( 5 ) 
7 : 2 — t h e F e a s t o f T a b e r n a c l e s i s at h a n d ; ( 6 ) 1 0 : 2 2 f . — i t w a s the F e a s t o f 
D e d i c a t i o n , a n d w i n t e r ; ( 7 ) l l : S 5 t Y . — t h e f i n a l Passover . T h i s p r o v i d e s t h e 
o u t l i n e s h o w n i n T a b l e 1 7 3 . " ' S i n c e t h e b a p t i s m a n d b e g i n n i n g o f t h e p u b l i c 
m i n i s t r y p r e c e d e d t h e f i r s t P a s s o v e r i n t h e o u t l i n e , w i t h t h e b a p t i s m p e r h a p s 
c o m i n g i n t h e p r e c e d i n g f a l l , i t seems t h a t a to ta l m i n i s t r y o f t h r e e y e a r s p l u s a 
n u m b e r o f m o n t h s i s i n d i c a t e d . 

TABLE 173. Notes of Time in the Fourth Gospel 

Year and Month Feast Reference 

1st Year 
Nisan (Mar/Apr) 1st Passover 2:13, 23 
Shebat Oan/Feb) "four months to harvest" 4:35' 
2d Year 
Nisan (Mar/Apr) 2d Passover IJ rm P nf"i n n e^A 
Tishri (Sept/Oct) "the feast," i.e., Tabernacles 

• _ > i i J i i C l i L I U l l c Q 
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Nisan (Mar/Apr) 3d Passover 6:4 
Tishri (Sept/Oct) Tabernacles 7:2 
Chislev (Nov/Dec) Dedication 10^2 
Nisan (Mar/Apr) 4th and final Passover 11:55fr. 

602. A s w e h a v e s e e n ( T a b l e 1 4 9 ) , E p i p h a n i u s l i k e w i s e c o n s i d e r e d that 
t h e m i n i s t r y o f Jesus c o v e r e d t h r e e y e a r s p l u s s e v e r a l m o n t h s . I n t h e Chronicle 
o f E u s e b i u s as t r a n s l a t e d by J e r o m e , the p r e a c h i n g o f J o h n t h e B a p t i s t i s p l a c e d 
i n the f i f t e e n t h y e a r o f T i b e r i u s ( = A.D. 2 8 ) a n d the d e a t h o f J e s u s i n the 
e i g h t e e n t h y e a r ( = A.D. 3 1 ) , a n d t h u s t h e m i n i s t r y a p p e a r s t o c o v e r t w o years 
a n d a p o r t i o n o f a t h i r d ( T a b l e 9 4 ) . B u t i n t h e A r m e n i a n vers ion , ' ' ' ' * t h e d e a t h o f 
J e s u s is p l a c e d i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h y e a r o f T i b e r i u s , w h i c h m a y a l l o w a n a d d i t i o n a l 
y e a r A c t u a l l y , a m i n i s t r y o f t h r e e y e a r s a n d a p o r t i o n o f a f o u r t h a p p e a r s to be 
t h e r e a l v i e w o f E u s e b i u s . I n the Church History ( 1 . 1 0 ) he says ( p r e s u m a b l y 
t h i n k i n g o f L u k e 3 :2 ; J o h n 11 :49 , 5 1 ; 18 :13) t h a t J e s u s p a s s e d h i s e n t i r e m i n i s t r y 
u n d e r the h i g h p r i e s t s A n n a s a n d C a i a p h a s . I t i s o r d i n a r i l y a s s u m e d t h a t A n n a s 
( w h o w a s a c t u a l l y h i g h p r i e s t i n A.D. 6—15) i s m e n t i o n e d i n L u k e 3 :2 a n d J o h n 
18:13 a l o n g w i t h h i s s o n - i n - l a w C a i a p h a s ( w h o h e l d the o f f i c e i n A.D. 18—36) 
b e c a u s e h e w a s s t i l l i n f l u e n t i a l i n the t i m e o f the lat ter . A s k n o v r a f r o m J o s e p h u s 
a n d w i t h a p p r o x i m a t e dates the h i g h p r i e s t s b e t w e e n A n n a s a n d C a i a p h a s w e r e : 
I s h m a e l (A.D. 1 5 - 1 6 ) , E l e a z a r ( 1 6 - 1 7 ) , a n d S i m o n ( 1 7 - 1 8 ) . A l t h o u g h he also 
c i t es J o s e p h u s , E u s e b i u s e v i d e n t l y a s s u m e s t h a t these m e n c o n s t i t u t e d a ser ies 
o f h i g h p r i e s t s w h o h e l d office d u r i n g t h e m i n i s t r y o f J e s u s , e a c h f o r a o n e - y e a r 
t e r m . E u s e b i u s w r i t e s : 

'^^HDB 1: 407 n. a. 
'" 'Karst213. 

me lyew icsiameni 

Accordingly the whole time of our Savior's ministry is shown to have been not 
quite four full years, four h i g h priests, from Annas to the accession of Caiaphas, 
having held office a year each. 

603. As far as the evidence i n the G o s p e l s goes, therefore, w e appear to 
have two c h i e f possibilit ies as to the durat ion of the publ ic m i n i s t r y of Jesus. O n 
the basis of the Synoptic G o s p e l s taken by themselves ( § 5 9 8 ) the m i n i s t r y c o u l d 
have been one year and some months in length. W i t h a cri t ical rearrangement , 
the F o u r t h G o s p e l might possibly be brought into h a r m o n y w i t h such a length 
of m i n i s t r y ( § 6 0 0 ) , and there is some support for such a figure i n the tradit ion 
of the followers of BasiUdes reported by C l e m e n t of Alexandria ( § 5 9 8 ) . Taken as it 
stands, however, the Fourth Gospel appears to require a ministry of three years plus 
a n u m b e r of m o n t h s ( § 6 0 1 ) , and there is s o m e support for a d u r a t i o n o f some 
such magnitude i n E p i p h a n i u s and E u s e b i u s ( § 6 0 2 ) . I t is the c o n c l u s i o n of the 
present book that the chronology o f the F o u r t h G o s p e l is convincingly detailed. 

3. The Death of Jesus 
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